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Remove Expired Software Updates

Last Modified on 05.14.26

By default, superseded software updates deployed using a Software Updates for ConfigMgr process are set to expire after
6 months. You can remove superseded updates from the WSUS UpdateServicesPackages and WSUSContent folders
sooner by reducing the number of months before those updates expire. We recommend that you then synchronize all
software updates.

Set Software Update Expiry
To edit the amount of time before a superseded software update expires:

1. In your Configuration Manager console, navigate to Software Library > Overview > Software Updates > All Software
Updates.

2. On the Software Update Point Component Properties page, select the Supersedence Rules tab.

3. Under Supersedence behavior of updates other than feature updates, reduce the number of Months to wait before a
superseded software update is expired to fewer than the default 6 months.

Software Update Point Component Properties X
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You can corfigure a software update to expire as soon as it is superseded by a more recent software update or to
expire after a specified period of time when it is superseded by a more recent software update.

Supersedence settings do not apply to Microsoft Defender definition updates orto software updates that are
werudedbys«m:ll’m These software upd: expire when they an

(Changing this setting will force a full software update point synchronization.

Supersedence behavior of updates other than feature updates
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© Do not expire a superseded software update until the software update is superseded for a specified period

Months to watt before a superseded software update is expired:

Supersedence behavior for feature updates
) Immediately expire a superseded feature update

© Do not expire a superseded feature update until the feature update is superseded for a specified period

Months to wait before a superseded feature update is expired:

3. On the WSUS Maintenance tab, enable Decline expired updates in WSUS according to supersedence rules.
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Select tasks that Corfiguration Manager can run automatically after each Software Update Point synchronization to
«clean up and maintain Windows Server Update Services (WSUS) and ts database.

Leam more about WSUS clean ups and maintenance

@ Decline expired updates in WSUS according to supersedence rules

B Add non-clustered indexes to the WSUS database

@ Remove obsolete updates from the WSUS database

To learn more, see Decline superseded updates in the WSUS maintenance guide for ConfigMgr | Microsoft Learn

Synchronize Software Updates

Once you've set Software Updates (SU) options above, we recommend runningSynchronize Software Updates. The sync
ensures that all Software Update catalogs are up to date. It will also clean up declined software updates.


https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/troubleshoot/mem/configmgr/update-management/wsus-maintenance-guide#decline-superseded-updates
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TIP: If it has been a while since any cleanup process has occurred, run the cleanup wizard several times until it completes
without errors or timing out.

For more details, see Run the WSUS Server Cleanup Wizardin the WSUS maintenance guide for ConfigMgr | Microsoft
Learn.


https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/troubleshoot/mem/configmgr/update-management/wsus-maintenance-guide#run-the-wsus-server-cleanup-wizard

